Rescued from the Wrath to Come
1 Thessalonians 1:10 
Introduction

     On Paul’s second missionary journey, while he was in Corinth, Paul writes to the Thessalonians commending them for their work of faith, labor of love, and steadfast hope in the Lord Jesus Christ. In the midst of much tribulation, they had received the word and had become imitators of them and of the Lord. He says,

“For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything. For they themselves report about us… how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come” (1 Thess. 1:8-10).
     While Paul was with them for just three short months, he spoke to them about the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and the wrath to come also known as “the Day of the Lord”. “Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things” (2 Thess. 2:5). However, they were still uninformed on some of the details, so Paul writes. A short time later “a spirit, or message or a letter as if from us”, Paul says, deceived them into thinking that the day of the Lord had already come, which, rightly so was very disturbing news.

What is the Wrath of God?

“The divine wrath is to be regarded as the natural expression of the divine nature, which is absolute holiness, manifesting itself against the willful, high-handed, deliberate, inexcusable sin and iniquity of mankind.” 

“A jealous and avenging God is the LORD; The LORD is avenging and wrathful. The LORD takes vengeance on His adversaries, and He reserves wrath for His enemies. The LORD is slow to anger and great in power, and the LORD will by no means leave the guilty unpunished” (Nahum 1:2-3).
· Not an impersonal force – “merely an inevitable process of cause and effect in a moral universe” (Dodd).
· God’s response to sin is used in terms for human emotion and behavior.

· But not so much as an emotional response as God’s personal response or displeasure to sin, injustice, disrespect, and disobedience.

· “In the OT wrath is the expression of the personal, subjective free will of Yahweh who actively punishes sin, as in the NT it is the personal reaction of God, not an independent hypostasis.”

· God’s wrath is not constant, without variation. It can be appeased! 

“Thus My anger will be spent and I will satisfy My wrath on them, and I will be appeased; then they will know that I, the LORD, have spoken in My zeal when I have spent My wrath upon them” (Ezekiel 5:13).
“I will also clap My hands together, and I will appease My wrath; I, the LORD, have spoken" (Ezekiel 21:17).
The Wrath of God in the Old Testament

Expressions of God’s Wrath

· Leprosy (Numbers 12:9)

· Plague or Pestilence (2 Samuel 24:1f)

· Drought (Deut. 11:17)

· War (Isaiah 13:13-19)

· Exile (2 Kings 23:26f)

· Destruction of wicked cities, nations

· Death (Psalms 88:6-7; 90:7-12) 
· Especially against Israel’s breaches of the Mosaic Covenant (Deut. 11:17; 29:24-28; Ezra 5:11-12)

“Remember, do not forget how you provoked the LORD your God to wrath in the wilderness; from the day that you left the land of Egypt until you arrived at this place, you have been rebellious against the LORD. Even at Horeb you provoked the LORD to wrath, and the LORD was so angry with you that He would have destroyed you” (Deuteronomy 9:7-8).
“Thus says the LORD, "Behold, I am bringing evil on this place and on its inhabitants, even all the curses written in the book which they have read in the presence of the king of Judah. Because they have forsaken Me and have burned incense to other gods, that they might provoke Me to anger with all the works of their hands; therefore, My wrath will be poured out on this place and it shall not be quenched” (2 Chronicles 34:24-25).
“…our fathers had provoked the God of heaven to wrath, He gave them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed this temple and deported the people to Babylon” (Ezra 5:12).
· Also against the hostility shown by other people toward the covenant people of God (Psalm 79:6f; Isaiah 10:24-26; 63:3-6).
“Pour out Your wrath upon the nations which do not know You, and upon the kingdoms which do not call upon Your name. For they have devoured Jacob and laid waste his habitation” (Ps 79:6-7).
“O My people who dwell in Zion, do not fear the Assyrian who strikes you with the rod and lifts up his staff against you… "For in a very little while My indignation against you will be spent and My anger will be directed to their destruction” (Isaiah 10:24-25).
Escaping the Wrath of God in the Old Testament -- It Could be Avoided
“God is a righteous judge, and a God who has indignation every day. If a man does not repent, He will sharpen His sword; He has bent His bow and made it ready” (Psalm 7:11-12).
“Thus says the LORD, ' Stand in the court of the LORD'S house, and speak to all the cities of Judah who have come to worship in the LORD'S house all the words that I have commanded you to speak to them. Do not omit a word! Perhaps they will listen and everyone will turn from his evil way, that I may repent of the calamity which I am planning to do to them because of the evil of their deeds” (Jeremiah 26:2-3).
· By Offering up a Burnt Offering

“My wrath is kindled against you and against your two friends, because you have not spoken of Me what is right… Now therefore, take for yourselves seven bulls and seven rams, and go to My servant Job, and offer up a burnt offering for yourselves… so that I may not do with you according to your folly, because you have not spoken of Me what is right, as My servant Job has” (Job 42:7-8).
· By Burning Incense

“Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the LORD God of Israel, that His burning anger may turn away from us. "My sons do not be negligent now, for the LORD has chosen you (Levites), to stand before Him, to minister to Him, and to be His ministers and burn incense" (2 Chronicles 29:10-11).
· By Humbling Oneself

“In those days Hezekiah became mortally ill; and he prayed to the LORD, and the LORD spoke to him and gave him a sign. But Hezekiah gave no return for the benefit he received, because his heart was proud; therefore, wrath came on him and on Judah and Jerusalem. However, Hezekiah humbled the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the LORD did not come on them in the days” (2 Chronicles 32:24-26).
· By Turning from Evil / Repenting of Sin

“Therefore, I will judge you, O house of Israel, each according to his conduct," declares the Lord GOD. "Repent and turn away from all your transgressions, so that iniquity may not become a stumbling block to you. Cast away from you all your transgressions which you have committed and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! For why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies," declares the Lord GOD. "Therefore, repent and live” (Ezek. 18:30-32).
Prophecies Concerning the Day of Wrath -- It is Coming!
“The Day of the LORD”, the Almighty

The Wrath to Come

· It is coming and very near! (Isa. 13:6).
“Wail, for the day of the LORD is near!  It will come as destruction from the Almighty… Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, Cruel, with fury and burning anger, to make the land a desolation; and He will exterminate its sinners from it” (Isaiah 13:6, 9).
· It is the destruction that comes upon the whole earth and the heavens as well. (Obadiah 15; Zeph. 1:18; Joel 2:30-31).
“For the day of the LORD draws near on all the nations” (Obadiah 15).
"I will display wonders in the sky and on the earth, blood, fire and columns of smoke. The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes” (Joel 2:30-31).
· It is called a Day of Wrath; indeed, great and very awesome (Zeph. 1:15; Joel 2:11).
“Near is the great day of the LORD, near and coming very quickly; Listen, the day of the LORD! In it, the warrior cries out bitterly. A day of wrath is that day, a day of trouble and distress, a day of destruction and desolation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet and battle cry against the fortified cities and the high corner towers.
“I will bring distress on men so that they will walk like the blind, because they have sinned against the LORD; And their blood will be poured out like dust and their flesh like dung. Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to deliver them on the day of the LORD'S wrath; And all the earth will be devoured in the fire of His jealousy, for He will make a complete end, indeed a terrifying one, of all the inhabitants of the earth” (Zephaniah 1:14-18).
The Wrath of God in the New Testament

     The coming of salvation in Christ does not mean that divine wrath has been eliminated. There is still a future day of wrath. The Thessalonians were waiting “for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come” (1 Thessalonians 1:10).
“But when John saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore, bear fruit in keeping with repentance...” (Matthew 3:7-8).
“Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed…” (Acts 17:30-31).
After the sixth seal is broken and a great earthquake men said, “Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?" (Revelation 6:16-17).
“O Lord God, the Almighty, who are and who were, because You have taken Your great power and have begun to reign.  "And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath came…” (Revelation 11:17-18).
“Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come…” “…the angel swung his sickle to the earth and gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press of the wrath of God” (Revelation 14:7, 19).
“Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels who had seven plagues, which are the last, because in them the wrath of God is finished” (Revelation 15:1).
We then read in chapter 16 the angels pouring out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.

“And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war…. He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty” (Revelation 19:11, 15).
Rescued from the Day of Wrath

We have the promise that Jesus will rescue us from the wrath to come, this great and awesome day of the Almighty that will bring destruction upon on inhabitance of the earth. 
“For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5:9).
“Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy [departure] comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed” (2 Thessalonians 2:3).
· The Great Tribulation is also called Jacob’s trouble. A time period when God is dealing with Israel.

· The Church is not to be found on the earth in Revelation 4-19.

· The Church will be returning to the earth at the 2nd Coming. 

After Noah and family were removed...

“the previous world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the Day of Judgment and destruction of ungodly men” (2 Peter 3:6-7).
“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God [presently or continuously] abides on him” (John 3:36).
Not a reference here to future condemnation, but of the wrath of God which is a present reality (Romans 1:18).
“…when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day” (2 Thess. 1:6-10).
     The believer in Christ should rejoice and be encouraged that he will be delivered not only from eternal destruction, but also from the coming day of wrath, the day of the LORD, the Great Tribulation.

Experiencing the Wrath of God as Disobedient Believers

     Escaping the “wrath to come”, is not to say that a disobedient believer or carnal Christian can still presently experience the temporal wrath of God. 

Justification is a forensic (legal) term that means to “declare righteous”, not make righteous.
“Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him” [by living for Him] (Romans 5:9).
Justification is a “free grace” gift that comes by faith alone. It does not save us from the temporal wrath of God that comes by failing to live for Christ.

“Paul understands wrath as something a Christian can still experience post-justification (13:4-5) if they choose to continue in “ungodliness and unrighteousness” (1:18). Therefore, deliverance from the power and experience of sin comes “through Him… by His life (i.e.: living the resurrection-life in Christ found in the following section concerning resurrection, Romans 6-8).” [Rene’ Lopez, Romans Unlocked]
Disobedient Believers Can Experience the Wrath of God

“the government is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil. Therefore, it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience' sake” (Rom. 13:4-6).
“For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a terrifying expectation of judgment and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries” (Hebrews 10:26-27).
“Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled underfoot the Son of God and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? 

“For we know Him who said, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY." And again, "THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE." It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” (Hebrews 10:26-31)

     Some in the Corinthians church had eating the bread or drank of the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner – “For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep” (1 Corinthians 11:30).
“It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father's wife… I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh…” (1 Corinthians 5:1, 5).
“My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins” (James 5:19-20).
Reason for Experiencing the Wrath of God

· Failing to live for Christ. 

· Ungodly and unrighteous living.
· Committing acts of immorality (Revelation 2:20).
· Committing evil (Romans 13:3-5).
· Failing to confess your sins and repenting to avoid the temporary wrath of God.

You can avoid the wrath of God in this life if you live faithfully and righteously for Christ, confessing your sins regularly and when necessary REPENT!
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